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put themselfes In  such jeoperdies,  as  I  spake of before.    If anye
prince stlrre tip warre agaynste them, intending to invade theire lande,
they mete hyra incontinent oute of theire owne "borders with greate
powre and strengthe. For they never lyghtely make warre in their
owne countrei. Nor they be never broughte into so extreme necessitie
as to take helpe out of forreyne landes into their owne Ilande.
OF THE RELIGIONS  IN  UTOPIA
There be divers kindes of religion not only in sondrie partes of
the Ilande, but also in divers places of every citie. Some worship
for God the sonne: some the mone: some, some other of the pianettes.
There be that give worship to a man that was ones of excellente
vertue or of famous glory, not only as God, but also as the chiefest
and hyghest God. But the moste and the wysest parte (rejectynge al
these) believe that there is a certayne Godlie powre unknown, everlast-
inge, incomprehensible, inexplicable, farre above the capacitie and
retche of mans witte, dispersed throughoute all the worlde, not in big-
ties, but in vertue and power.
Him they call the father of al. To him alone they attribute the be-
ginninges, the encreasinges, the procedinges, the chaunges, and the
endes of al thinges. Neither they geve any divine honours to any
other then to him. Yea al the other also, though they be in divers
opinions, yet in this pointe they agree all togethers with the wisest
sorte, in beleving that there is one chiefe and principall God, the
maker and ruler of the whole worlde: whome they all commonlye in
their countrey language call Mythra. But in this they disagree, that
among some he is counted one, and amonge some another. For
every one of them, whatsoever that is whiche he taketh for the chief
god, thinketh it to be the very same nature, to whose only divine
mighte and majestie, the summe and soveraintie of al thinges by the
consent of al people is attributed and geven. Howbeit they all begyn
by litle and litle to forsake and fall from this varietie of superstitions,
and to agre togethers in that religion whiche semethe by reason to
passe excell the residewe.
And it is not to be doubted, but all the other would long agoo have
bene abolished, but that whatsoever unprosperous thynge happened' to
ante of them, as he was mynded to- chaunge his religion, the feare-
fulnesse of people did take it, not as a thinge comminge by chaunce,
but as sente from GOD out of heaven. As thoughe the God, whose
honoure he was forsakynge woulde revenge that wicked purpose
against him.
But after they hearde us speake of the name of Ghriste, of his
doctrine, lawes, myracles, and of thee no lesse wonderful constancie
of so manye martyrs, whose bloude wyllmglye  shedde  broughte a
great numbre of nations throughoute all partes of the worlde into
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